
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2022, at 6:30pm 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District • Activity Room 3 
4201 Guardian Street, Simi Valley, CA 93063 • (805) 584-4400 

A video recording of tonight's meeting is available on 
the District Website at www.rsrpd.org 

[approved] 

1. CALL TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair O'Brien called the Meeting to 
Order at 6:30pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Danielle June. 

2. ROLL CALL - Directors Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Vice Chair Gray, and Chair O'Brien were in 
attendance. Staff in attendance included: Laura Ballantoni, Douglas Duran, Alex Gonzalez, Danielle 
June, Richard Lemmo, Jeannie Liss, Barbara Meinel, Wayne Nakaoka, Dan Paranick, Theresa 
Pennington, Jennifer Santos, Alex Stumfoll, Gina Viecco and District Counsel Brian Hamblet. 

Guests attended tonight's meeting in-person and via Zoom. Those who made public comments are 
listed under the appropriate Item below. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW - There were no changes to tonight's Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) 

Chad Sutterman commented about the adult Softball Fields. The lighting is an issue as only one park 
has white lighting, the other parks have yellow lights which make it difficult to see the ball. The 
outfields are hard, and the dirt is compacted, he feels the conditions need to be improved. 

Tim Burt, a 27-year resident of Simi Valley reported on the evening of August 22, 2022, he had an 
altercation with an employee of the Simi Hills Golf Course. He has walked his dog in this area for 
years. That evening he noticed a vehicle on the course and was checking it out. A neighbor witnessed 
the incident and came to his defense. He contacted Director Dennert and followed the protocol in 
reporting the incident to the District. He is looking for a written apology and wants his dignity back. 

Resident Ashley Whitley's house is behind the Arroyo, and she feels there is a safety issue. There 
are 2 homeless males living under the bridge in the Arroyo who are using drugs all day. One of the 
men defecates and urinates in the Arroyo in the view of children. She has found drug paraphernalia 
on her property. They erected a fence to help protect their family and want to keep the fence up. She 
thanked the Rangers and feels safe when she sees them. 

Director Abele asked if we were aware of the situation and how are we addressing it and if there is 
overlapping jurisdiction with the City. Paranick responded that we do have challenges with homeless 
individuals in the Arroyo and said that our Rangers have been working on the matter. Paranick 
confirmed that he received the resident's email and will do a site visit. 

Page I of6 



[approved] 

Director Dennert asked if our park closing time rules apply to the Arroyo which would allow Rangers 
to cite individuals who are in the parks and along the Arroyo after hours. Legal Counsel Hamblet 
responded that due to recent federal case law, if homeless individuals do not have shelter available 
to them in the local area then camping on public property and curfew laws are not enforceable. 
Director Dennert asked if we could allow the resident to keep the fence. Paranick responded that he 
would look into it. 

George attended the meeting via Zoom and called in from a local park. He has lived here for several 
years and is a member of the Disc Golf club. He thanked Director Dennert and District Staff for 
working with them on a new course. He suggested the Oak Park Campground site which is being 
rehabilitated to include a Disc Golf course. Paranick replied Staff is working with the County of 
Ventura to design a new course and would reach out to the group for their input on the course design 
in Simi Valley. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board of Directors Meeting - August 17, 2022 -
Motion: Director Freeman moved to approve the Minutes as written. Director Dennert 
seconded the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

6. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and shall 
be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent Agenda. If discussion is 
desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon a Director's request.) 

a. Approval of 8/15/22 & 8/31/22 Accounts Payable Check Registers and 8/12/22 & 8/26/22 
Payroll Check Registers. 

b. Adoption of Resolution No. 2042 Regarding Holding Public Meetings During the 
Continued COVID-19 Pandemic State of Emergency Pursuant to Assembly Bill 361 - A 
written Staff Report was provided by Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. 

Motion: Chair O'Brien moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Director Freeman seconded 
the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

7. PRESENTATIONS, SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Presentation of the Part-Time Employee of the Month for August 2022 to Alex Gonzalez, 
Maintenance Worker IV - The Staff Report was provided by Theresa Pennington, Director 
of Administration. Alex has worked with the District for 5 years; this is his first award. Alex 
thanked everyone for the honor. 
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b. Presentation in Honor and Appreciation of Patricia Havens for 45 Years of Devoted Service 
to the Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District and Exceptional Commitment to the Robert 
P. Strathearn Historical Park and Museum - Verbal Report 

The District Manager provided guests with an overview of Pat Havens' long career. He 
thanked Ms. Havens for her commitment to the history of the community stating that her 
contributions to the Park District are immeasurable. 

The Board presented Pat with a Certificate of Commendation for 45 years of devoted service 
to the District. The Chair opened the floor for comments from Staff, Historical Society 
Members, the public, and the Board. 

Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka- Commented that he has learned so 
much from Pat for over 35 years, he thanked her for the many years of hard work she has 
done for Strathearn and for the District and he is happy to call her a friend. 

Staff member Jeannie Liss - Admires Pat for chronicling the history of Simi Valley since she 
was 13 years old. She is grateful for her heart, dedication, and devotion to Simi Valley. 

Former staff member Carolyn Valdez - Told her favorite story about Pat regarding the first 
colony house which was moved to Strathearn in 1971, noting that Pat has so many stories, 
knowledge and hidden treasures to share with us. 

Former Board Member Mark Johnson - Commented that Pat is a jewel, noting that we will 
miss her knowledge, kindness and generosity, and thanked her for keeping us in line. 

Staff Member Douglas Duran - Offered sincere thanks to Pat, stating that he loved to ask her 
questions about the history of Simi Valley. He respects her passion ensuring things are done 
right. 

Pat Havens spoke and thanked everyone for their wonderful words. Every generation has 
added to the history of Simi Valley. She has lived here since she was 13. She provided many 
facts about Simi Valley and feels it's vital to gain the support of our residents to build a true 
museum to preserve Chumash Native American artifacts. She received a standing ovation 
from everyone in the room. Her son added "Good Job Mom!" via Zoom. 

Paranick made a special presentation to Ms. Havens showing a representation of the bronze 
plaque that will be placed on-site at Strathearn Historical Park and Museum honoring her 
contributions to our community, the District and the museum. Once it's complete, the District 
will host a small celebration to unveil the plaque. Pat said it was wonderful. 

Director Freeman - Commented that it has been an honor to have known Pat for so long -
since the late 1970's. She has been a fan of hers for a long time and thanked her for preserving 
the History of Simi Valley which is so important. 

Director Dennert - Stated that he enjoys learning about the history and meaning of places in 
Simi Valley. His favorite book is "On the Tapo". He noted that the District has adopted an 
indigenous land acknowledgement statement and agrees that preserving and understanding 
history is important. He thanked her for everything she has done for our community. 
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Director Abele - Stated that he met Pat 20 years ago and has lived in Simi Valley for over 49 
years. He agrees it is a great place to live. The heart and soul of our community is our history, 
and thanked Pat for preserving it and educating others about it. 

Vice Chair Gray - Commented that he was sorry to have missed meeting her but grew up 
with her books in his house. He and his fiance will be married at Strathearn. He thanked her 
for her work and wished her congratulations. 

Chair O'Brien- Noted that Pat is such a fountain of knowledge, and she appreciates her 
sharing her passion, stating "we will miss you." 

Chair O'Brien called a Recess at 7:39pm. 

Chair O'Brien called the meeting back to order at 7:55pm. 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Authorization to Solicit Bids for the Park District's Uniforms and Laundry Services - The 
Staff Report was provided by Jennifer Santos, Senior Management Analyst. The District 
currently provides uniforms and weekly laundering services at no cost to 77 full- and part
time maintenance employees. In 2017, a 3-year contract was awarded to Prudential Overall 
Supply which was extended for an additional 2 years which expired in June. Estimated annual 
cost of this service is $34,000. Staff is seeking authorization to solicit bids. 

Motion: Chair Dennert moved to authorize staff to solicit bids for the Districts Uniform and 
Laundry services. Director Abele seconded the motion. The motion carried with the 
following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

b. Approval for the Purchase of a New Skid-Steer Loader (Bobcat) and Mobile Diesel Generator 
through California Multiple Award Schedules (CMAS), and Purchase of a New Utility Trailer 
through The CAT Rental Store - The Staff Report was provided by Wayne Nakaoka, Director 
of Planning and Maintenance. In November 2021, the Park District submitted a grant 
application to the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy for Phase 2 of the State of 
California's Wildfire Prevention and Resiliency Grant Program. In December 2021, the 
District was informed that the full grant request in the amount of $500,000 had been awarded. 
Items to be purchased with $400,000 of the awarded grant funds include a Bobcat, chipper, 
water truck, utility trailer, and diesel generator. The remaining $100,000 will complete a fire 
cleanup project in open space areas in Wood Ranch. Staff attempted to purchase all items 
through CMAS, however only the Bobcat and generator are available through CMAS. The 
utility trailer is not available through CMAS so the District utilized their standard 
procurement policy to obtain three quotes, the lowest of which was accepted. Total cost to 
purchase the Bobcat, generator and utility trailer is $160,202.23 plus an additional $6,000 for 
tax, license and registration fees. The funds are directly reimbursable to the Park District by 
the grant. 
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Director Dennert asked if the equipment will be used for fire mitigation and trail work. 
Nakaoka responded yes, and could also be used for other work within the District. The District 
purchased one Bobcat last year with Phase 1 Wildfire Prevention and Resiliency grant funds. 
One Bobcat will be stationed in Oak Park, and one will be stationed in Simi Valley. 

Dennert would like the community to know of the good works done by SMMC, by creating 
a competition to name the Bobcats. He suggested we advertise the contest via social media 
and include a picture of the Bobcat which would allow the community to know the good work 
we are doing. He likes the name "Lil Wayne." 

Motion: Director Abele moved to approve the motion to purchas.e the equipment. Director 
Dennert seconded the motion. The motion carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

c. Proposed Third Amendment To Employment Agreement Between Rancho Simi Recreation 
And Park District And District Manager - The Staff Report was provided by Theresa 
Pennington, Director of Administration. The Board conducted an annual salary review of the 
District Manager suggesting a 3.75% cost ofliving increase, resulting in a new annual salary 
of $234,152.43. If accepted, the increase would be effective 8/27/22 and is consistent with 
his anniversary date of employment with the District. 

Director Dennert noted that he has confidence in Dan and his performance and the Staff and 
commented that Dan is doing a good job and he is worth it. 

Motion: Director Freeman moved to approve the third amendment to the District Managers 
employment agreement with the District. Chair O'Brien seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with the following Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Gray, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS OF NOTE- Director Dennert received an email from the resident 
that spoke at the beginning of the meeting regarding the incident at the golf course and he forwarded 
it to Staff. Director Freeman requested that Staff provide information to the Board regarding the 
incident. 

11. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Director Dennert-He attended a Bat Mitzvah at OPCC. He appeared on 99.1 The Ranch Radio and 
talked about the upcoming events. He attended the Y achtley Crew concert in the park - there were 
a lot of people! Staff estimated approximately 9,000 in attendance. He attended the Little Library 
opening in the hallway by the Scout. He asked if the District offers a non-profit rate for a charities to 
host a pickle ball tournament. Paranick confirmed the District offers a non-profit rate. 
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Director Freeman - She attended the CSDA Conference stating it was excellent this year. Saw great 
vendors, including a demographer, solar vendor, a new investment program that could be beneficial 
to special districts. There were many good speakers. One noted that 78% of workers are not as happy 
as they were before COVID due to stress. Breakout sessions were extremely informative including 
lessons learned in the redistricting process, Brown Act, several new laws impacting how we deal 
with homelessness and underwent ethics training. She also attended the District Manager 
performance review process session and asked the Board to consider completing the District Manager 
evaluation form that CSDA offers during the review process next year. Director Dennert suggested 
the item be added to an agenda next year well in advance of the District Manager's review. Director 
Dennert thanked Director Freeman and Chair O'Brien for attending the conference. 

Director Abele - Noted muddy section at Rancho Santa Susana Park pathway. The Yachtley Crew 
Concert in Park was phenomenal, a great band and crowd. He thanked Danielle June, Richard Lemmo 
and their crew for putting it together. It's something for the entire District to be proud of. 

Vice Chair Gray - Reported that the Simi Youth Council had a great post highlighting the three best 
trails in Simi Valley. 

Chair O'Brien - She also attended the CSDA conference noting it was really great. She attended 
sessions on Workplace Violence and Homelessness and underwent Sexual Harassment training. She 
enjoys the round table experience with other Districts to share information. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. There are no 
issues with the skate park or COVID. Vandalism spike reduced, some small issues. He's meeting 
with a CLASS representative regarding investment options for the District. He's also meeting with 
Calleguas regarding commercial water rebates. Received preliminary estimates for the irrigation 
project at Simi Hills Golf Course. Richard Lemmo officially assumed his new role as the District's 
Community Outreach / /Public Information Officer. The Board is welcome to meet with him. An 
intern has been hired and started yesterday. He is working with the City of Simi Valley regarding the 
land transaction for the potential BMX track. Asked for direction regarding possibly cancelling the 
9/28/22 Board Meeting, noting we can have two medium sized meetings in September or one long 
meeting on October 6. Director Abele suggested having just one meeting. Chair O' Brien agreed to 
cancel the 9/28/22 meeting. 

13. CLOSED SESSION - Chair O'Brien called the meeting to Closed Session at 8:27pm. 

a. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
Conference with Labor Negotiator: 
Agency Negotiators: District Manager & Director of Administration 
Employee Organization: Unrepresented Employees - Part Time 

Public Comment: None 
Reportable action: None 

14. ADJOURNMENT - Chair O'Brien adjourned the meeting at 8:47pm in honor of Rick the Bike 
Guy. 

Dan Paranick, District Manager / District Clerk 
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